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QUESTION FOR THIS MONTH: 

Who is “Vidwan” in IIFM Campus ?

January, 2026

Answer to the Quiz question of the 32  Edition:   nd  

Who was the first President of the Alumni Association of IIFM?
A) Deepak Khare (PFM 1988-90)
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https://www.newindian
express.com/xplore/20
25/Dec/26/cleantech-

must-lead-indias-
national-

manufacturing-mission

Rohit Magotra (PFM 1998-2000) is selected as expert
reviewer for IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and

Cities.

www.iifmalumni.com

January, 2026

7
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https://www.linkedin.com/p
osts/ashish-raj-
a9671013_bettercotton-
sustainability-agtech-
activity-
7409561472885878784-
Jc1k?
utm_source=share&utm_me
dium=member_ios&rcm=AC
oAAALGWxIB1vSVmBQ4-
29teeDoRtBNUxcCOJg

Ashish Raj 
(PFM 1997-99)
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7406639
399872024577
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-Ashish Raj (PFM 1997-99)
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https://www.linked
in.com/posts/aaka
shmehrotra_out-

of-my-oyster-
activity-

741713936991401
9840-YfYi?

utm_source=social
_share_send&utm_
medium=android_a
pp&rcm=ACoAACv
cTrgBzmwnLxm3U
pKc8r7aiLwMlnwPI
nw&utm_campaign

=share_via

Proud moment for IIFMights

 DVARA E-Registry is awarded The
Best Agri Fintech 2025

 by HDFC Sayed Tarique Alam (PFM-
2005-07)

 is the CEO of DVARA E-REGISTRY

January, 2026

www.iifmalumni.com 10

(PFM 2011)
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Nitin Gupta (PFM 1998-2000)
Santosh Kumar Singh (PFM 2004-06)
Sreyamsa Bairiganjan (PFM 2006-08)

January, 2026
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Sandeep
Chakravorty 

(PFM 1989-91)
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WORLD
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Have you authored a book, or know a fellow alumnus who has? We invite
you to share the details through the link/QR code provided in the attached
poster. Your submissions will help us create a dedicated section on the
alumni website, proudly featuring publications by our community.

                    Form link: https://forms.gle/enaXnzzy6jNxjuNw7

Together, let’s celebrate the creativity, knowledge, and impact of IIFM
alumni through their written works.

We look forward to your enthusiastic participation! Kindly do share this
message in your respective class groups as well.

— Alumni Association of IIFM

📚 Your Words - Our
Pride: The Book

Project

The Alumni
Association of IIFM is
delighted to launch

The Book Project - an
initiative to honor and
showcase the literary
contributions of our

alumni.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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There was a pause.
“We are trying to find a place, ma’am.”
“Do you have a budget?” I asked, then added helpfully,
“You could try the Ginger Hotel…”
His reply stopped me short.
“Something in the range of… even a dormitory will do.”
That was when it sank in:  this entire trip was self-funded.
Just to meet the alumni in town. They had boarded a train
that took them to Jamnagar, endured a five-hour layover,
and then continued on to Ahmedabad. When they arrived
the next morning, they didn’t even have a place to stay.
Two hours into their search, they called me.
That was when I asked them to come over.
I hesitated, of course. My father is almost completely
bedridden, and my senior dog -
giant, gentle, and once unstoppable - has lost his ability to
walk due to osteoarthritis.
Both require constant care and attention. And my guest
room had quietly turned into a
storage space for all the things I didn’t quite know what to
do with.
But with some help from my father’s caretaker, I cleared
the room, rearranged things,
and made it liveable.
Two hours later, I heard Kaju, my second dog, barking.
Two young men stood at the gate, each with a small
backpack slung over one shoulder.
They looked tired, slightly dishevelled, and unmistakably
lost. That was when I first met
Akash and Puneet—from the batch of ’26.
The Ahmedabad Chapter Meet
A few minutes after we reached Mirch Masala, Prithviraj
(PFM ’25) joined us. And that -
rather unexpectedly - was the Ahmedabad chapter meet.
Four people. That was it.
Over dinner, we talked. About families, work, aspirations,
job anxieties, and, inevitably,
our alma mater. We revisited subjects and professors (with
appropriate enthusiasm),
compared notes on the mess, the library, the hostel, and
almost everything else that
makes up student life at IIFM.For me, it was an unusual
evening. I hadn’t stepped out socially in a long time. It felt
good - uncomplicated, warm, and honest. Time well spent
with two current students
and a recent alumnus.
Yet, as the evening wound down, a question lingered.
Had the students gotten a raw deal?
After all the effort - overnight travel, personal expense,
countless phone calls - why
hadn’t more alumni shown up?
That question stayed with me long after the traffic
thinned and the cab turned
homeward.
                                                   

On the Way to Mirch Masala
                                          - Varsha Mehta (PFM 1992-94)
It was already dark when our cab began its slow crawl
through Ahmedabad’s Saturday evening traffic. I was
seated in the front passenger seat when a familiar voice
floated up from the back.
“Sir, we are having our chapter meet today…”
A pause.
“Yes, sir.”
Another pause.
“I am on my way, sir, with Varsha ma’am.”
Then again.
And again.
“Sir, are you coming for the alumni meet?”
Each call followed the same rhythm - hopeful opening, a
long silence, and then a soft, resigned response. I could
hear the disappointment in his voice even when he said
“okay, sir” or “yes, ma’am.” Yet he kept dialing, patiently,
persistently, as though the next call might be the one that
worked.
The answers, when they came, were predictable.
“I’m out of town.”
“I’m unwell - can’t get out of bed.”
“Sorry, I already have other plans.”
Listening to him, I thought: if he ever chose a career in
sales, he’d probably do quite well. 
He had the temperament for it: calm, courteous, and
stubbornly optimistic. I had met Akash only that
afternoon. He had arrived in Ahmedabad that morning
after an overnight journey from Okha, in western Gujarat

Earlier That Day
It was just about noon when my phone rang.
“Hello, ma’am. I’m in Ahmedabad now.”
We had been coordinating for weeks about the
Ahmedabad chapter meet - date, time, venue - everything
planned in consultation with the alumni. After a few
minutes of small talk, I asked casually, “So where are you
staying?”

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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At Paperex Delhi
Pramod Chaudhary (PFM 2002-04)

Ushnish Chattopadhyay 
(PFM 2004-06)

S. Hariprasad Naik (PFM 2016-18)
Anuj Sharma (PFM 2007-09)
Amit Kumar (PFM 2013-15)

At Trident BKC for Ayekart Project
launch
L to R:

Lingala Aravind (2023-25)
Ritika Khare (2023-25)
Abhay Singh (2019-21)
Rajeev Singh (2023-25)

Vineet Rai (1992-94)
Nitish Bhardwaj (2012-14)
Shreyash Joshi (2011-13)

www.iifmalumni.com 16

IIFMights met in Shillong

L to R 
Daffyleen Kharphuli (PGDFM 23-

25) 
Prakash Dutta (PGDFM 23-25) 
Sneha Kaushal (PGDFM 10-12)

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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IIFMights met in DEHRADUN

R to L
 Puneet Budhiraja (PFM 1991-1993 and host for this meet)

Jaspal Shakya  (PFM 2004-06)
 Santosh Passi (PFM 1993-95)

Lakshya Vijay Singh Chauhan (PFM 2007-09) Friend of Puneet Budhiraja

IIFMights met in Pune:

Sonal Choudhary PFM17
Sudeep Kodialbail (2008)
Vraun Agarwal (2007) 
Dr Ravi Sharma Phd 
Utkarsha Chakrabarti (2023)
Sameer Shukla (1995)
Sumit Banerjee (2012)

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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Attendees
L to R

•⁠  ⁠Prashant Sehrawat, SM'25
•⁠  ⁠Chandan Kumar, FM'10
•⁠  ⁠Zeeshan Khalid, FM'20

•⁠  ⁠Pankaj, MPhil'17
•⁠  ⁠Bishnu C Parida, MRM'05

•⁠  ⁠Avinash Kumar, FM'00
•⁠  ⁠Anoma Basu, MPhil'12
•⁠  ⁠Child of Anoma Basu

•⁠  ⁠Spouse of Bishnu C Parida
•⁠  ⁠Shivam Singh, FM'26

•⁠  ⁠Rana Sidhant Singh, FM'26
•⁠  ⁠Prerna Singh, FM'26

•⁠  ⁠Aakash Bajpai, FM'26

Ranchi Chapter Meet 21 December 

Hyderabad Chapter Meet 

(L-R) 
Sydala Revathi (PFM'26),

Mallegari Rajpaul(PFM'26),
Mahima Rai(PSM'25),

Sashidhar
Thumuluri(PFM'99),

Abhishek Baviskar(PFM'17),
Syed Tariq Alam(PFM'07),

Mohammed
Moinuddin(PFM'14), 

Soumya Ojha(PSM'26), 
Jeevan Davu (PFM'26)

www.iifmalumni.com 18
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Attendees:
Top Left to Right:

Ayush Srivastava (PFM'26)
Abhishek Chaudhary (PFM'26)

Jubeena Judi Joe (PFM'26)
Vipul Jha (PSM'26)

Bottom Left to Right:
Vysak (PFM'20)

L S Mahantesh (PSM'26)
Prashamz P Darshan (PFM'26)
Sherin Anna Chacko (PSM'26) 

Pranathi Reddy (PSM'26)
Yaralagadda Nandini (PSM'26)

Chandana (PFM'21)
Abee (PFM'20)

Akshaya Debashish Mahanta (PFM'24)
Pavan Simhadri (PFM'24)

Bengaluru Chapter Meet: 

In the photo (left to right):
Bhushan (PFM'18 )

Aditi (PSM'22) 
Prachi (PFM'18) 
Prerna (PFM'26) 

Animesh (PFM'22)
Harsh (PFM'20)

Vaibhav (PSM'21)
Nikhil (PFM'26)

Mosam (PFM'26)
Shubham (PFM'22)

Nagpur Chapter Meet 

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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 Standing (L to R):
Saurabh Singh (PFM 2009), Yashraj Singh (PFM 2026), 
Nikhil Tiwari (PFM 2018), Sheikh Siddhik (PFM 2026),

Ansh Chaturvedi (PFM 2026), Diwakar Pandit (PFM 2018),
Horil Dev Rajak (PFM 2016), Aditya Rajpuria (PFM 2013),

Sudhanshu Agarwal (PFM 2009), Ankit Pingle (PFM 2017),
Amit Kumar (PFM 2018), Chaitanya Bokil (PFM 2018),
Niteesh Arya (PFM 2018), Atanu Pandey (PFM 2026),

Rohan Bachhav (PSM 2026), Rishabh Awasthi (PFM 2026),
Kunal Guha (PFM 2026), Kedarnath Matam (PFM 2026),

Rehan Baddamwar (PFM 2026), Aman Shrivastava (PSM 2026),
Varun Dwivedi (PSM 2026)

Sitting (L to R):
Arpit Sharma (PFM 2026), Saumya Silawat (PFM 2026),

Swati Chauchan (DPM 2016), Khushboo Gulwani (PFM 2026),
Pragati Dubey (PFM 2026)

Bhopal Chapter Meet, 20th December

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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Delhi Chapter Meet

List of students
 

 1.⁠ ⁠Meghna Mishra 
2.⁠ ⁠⁠TarjalAKothari
 3.⁠ ⁠⁠Deeksha Mishra 
4.⁠ ⁠⁠Varun s
 5.⁠ ⁠⁠Vinayak 
6.⁠ ⁠⁠Sumit Chawla
 7.⁠ ⁠⁠Likitha Anand 
8.⁠ ⁠⁠Himakshi Patle
 9.⁠ ⁠⁠Neeraja C 
10.⁠ ⁠⁠Zesdan W
11.⁠ ⁠⁠VVS Prashant
 12.⁠ ⁠⁠Anmol Jauhari
13.⁠ ⁠⁠Varian Crasto

13.⁠ ⁠⁠Ojaswi Khanna 
14.⁠ ⁠⁠manmeet kaur
15.⁠ ⁠⁠Varun Grover 
16.⁠ ⁠⁠Saurabh Shukla
17.⁠ ⁠⁠Ankita Sardana 
18.⁠ ⁠⁠Shrey Bairiganjan
19.⁠ ⁠⁠Ratul Saha 
20.⁠ ⁠⁠ashutoh senger
21.⁠ ⁠⁠Karan Mehta
 22.⁠ ⁠⁠Rohit Nandanwar
23.⁠ ⁠⁠Jagadeesh Reddy 
24. Sayed Tarique Alam 

List of Alumni

1. Amitkumar Sahu 
2. Rishi Prakash 
3. Rahul Bharadwaj 
4. Akhilesh
5. Surbhi Rajput
6. Rakshith
7. Amit Kumar 
8. Pradip Das
9.⁠ ⁠Chinmay Panda 
10.⁠ ⁠⁠Ashok Biswal
11.⁠ ⁠⁠Rounak Chakraborty 
12.⁠ ⁠⁠santosh singh

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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Jaipur Chapter Meet

IIFMights JAIPUR meet 
Saturday-20th Dec-2025

From R to L
Sameer Kushwaha - 2021

Tanmay Kumar Arya - 2021
Tanish Sarkar - 2023 
Rajeev Gupta - 1998 

Gaurav Dwivedi - 2022 
Vipasa Mallik - 2023 

Dharmendra Daukia -1991 
Aniruddha Singh - 2019 

Rohit Singh - 2019 
Dhwaj Gautam - 2024-26

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


ALUM OF
THE
MONTH

January, 2026

www.iifmalumni.com 23

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


January, 2026

www.iifmalumni.com 24

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


CAMPUS
THIS
MONTH

January, 2026

www.iifmalumni.com 25

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


10-12th Dec: IIFM organized a three-
day Program on Leadership for
Sustainable Development, sponsored
by the MoEF&CC.

January, 2026
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15-19th Dec: IIFM organized a five-
day training program for IFS Officers
on Circular Economy and Resource
Efficiency, sponsored by the
MoEF&CC.

1-6th Dec: IIFM organized IFS MCT for
Senior Forest Service Officers.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


IIFM Students Jui Gusani, Aditi
Agarwal, Anand Mishra, Akash Bajpai
wrote the article ‘India’s wildlife and
biodiversity need more share in CSR
allocations‘ for Down To Earth
magazine.
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/wil
dlife-biodiversity/indias-wildlife-
and-biodiversity-need-more-share-
in-csr-allocations 

IIFM takes a significant step forward on its AACSB Accreditation Journey. The
visit from Mr. Prathap Das, Regional Head of South Asia for AASCB, marks an
important milestone on the institute’s journey towards alignment with one of
the world’s most respected accreditation bodies for business schools.

January, 2026
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तुमको ना
भूल पाएंगे
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We are deeply
saddened to inform
you that Ms. Laxmi
Swarupa Das (PFM

19–21) passed away
on 6 December

2025.
She had been

battling diabetes
and kidney-related
ailments. She was

residing in
Mandideep (Bhopal)

due to her
professional

commitments and
was originally from

Odisha.
The Alumni
Association

expresses solidarity
with the family of

Ms. Laxmi Swarupa
Das at this tough

time.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


Scan to fill the form

📢 Calling All IIFM Alumni Meet Organisers!

January, 2026

Planning a chapter meet or alumni get-together in your city? 🏙
Whether it's a coffee catch-up or a full-fledged event, we want to
know!

Please fill out this mandatory form to register your meet with the
Alumni Association.
It helps us:
✅ Maintain a central calendar of alumni meets
✅ Spread the word and invite alumni in your area
✅ Celebrate and amplify the spirit of our growing network!

👉 FORM LINK:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciLdOLeCyW8gMlzkVXv
9Jr0FV7ihWoiJ1tXpRKT44szOwlJw/viewform?
usp=sharing&ouid=100202441739566861352 

www.iifmalumni.com 30
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Meet Loki, a three-year-old Shih
Tzu from Edmonton, Canada,
living with Mamta Vardhan and
Rohit Jindal of PFM 1994–96, with
big brother Kartik Jindal
completing the family. Loki “talks”
through his barks about walks,
treats, and playtime, and will rush
in with a hug the moment he
senses someone is hurt.

Meet Peri Winkle, a three-and-a-
half-year-old Persian cat from
Delhi, living with Miranda Zadeng
of PFM 2018–20. So talkative
that even Alexa asks him to stop
and listen.

January, 2026
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Madhav Gadgil: "India's Environmental Conscience"

Madhav Gadgil was a distinguished Indian ecologist whose work has
profoundly shaped environmental conservation and community-centric
ecological management in India. He is the visionary architect of
community-led conservation in India, famously asserting that the
health of our ecosystems is inseparable from the sovereignty of the
people who inhabit them. As the head of the Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel (WGEEP), he authored the "Gadgil Report," a definitive
document that challenged top-down bureaucracy by advocating for
local communities to have a decisive voice in protecting one of the
world's most critical biodiversity hotspots.
His work transcends traditional biology, blending scientific rigor with
human ecology and social justice. Gadgil has consistently championed
the value of indigenous knowledge, demonstrating that sustainable
resource management is most effective when it respects the traditional
practices of forest-dwelling communities. By bridging the gap between
grassroots activism and academic research, he has redefined Indian
environmental policy. His legacy remains a foundational pillar for
modern sustainability, emphasizing that true ecological preservation
must be democratic, inclusive, and rooted in the land’s own history.

January, 2026
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                       Midnight on the road.
Photo By-Alfred Toppo PSM 2024-26
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  Golden rays of light.
 Photo By- Prahlad Pratap Singh MBAFM 2025-27

www.iifmalumni.com 37
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The IIFM Alumni Association (AA) is proposing the ESF to
help IIFM Alumni in the times of distress.

Scope of Financial Support:
Financial help will be extended to the AA members in the
following situation:

AA member facing prolonged/ critical illness, rendering
them unable to work
AA member who has/had a major accident
AA member who is facing permanent disability.

Emergency Support Fund (ESF)

Support Us
Dear Alumni, thank you for all your

open hearted engagement and

support to various calls for financial

contributions that we made. This has

gone a long way in building up the AA

and we find ourselves in a reasonable

position. However, as you are well

aware, finances are required

constantly. We request you to

contribute generously to the AA. The

bank details and QR code is given

here.

January, 2026
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Dear IIFM alumni,

We’re exploring a Group Health Insurance plan for the IIFM
alumni family - designed to offer additional coverage,
affordability, and long‑term security for you and your loved
ones.
For this initiative to take shape, we need the collective
strength of our alumni community. 

Your response will directly influence whether this program
becomes a reality.

📝 Please take a minute to fill out the survey (it will only take 3
min) :
https://forms.gle/w2RKuUYXTyoNRiND7

Every voice counts, and yours truly matters.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


Dear Alumni,

We deeply value your contribution to the Institute. As we begin the

placement process for the 2024-26 batch and internship recruitment

for the 2025-27 batch, we seek your assistance in identifying

openings. By sharing opportunities within your network, you directly

support the development of the next generation of professionals.

Please fill out this form to share any opportunities (est. time: 2

mins) -  https://forms.gle/cpPgJQ7WJZJrEzSh8 

Placement Support for IIFM Students

January, 2026
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For any queries or to share opportunities, please reach out to:

Placement Cell Email: placement@iifmbhopal.edu.in

Internship Cell Email: internship@iifmbhopal.edu.in

Head-Placement: Prof. Sharadindu Pandey, +91 9560076525

Placement Officer: Mr. Dipankar V., +91 9346778199

Placement Coordinator: Mayank Kumar, +91 8763323511

Internship Coordinator: Vedant Khokrale, ‪+91 7738976759

Your engagement can create a transformative impact on the careers of our
students. Let us work together to ensure their success!

We thank you for your continued support.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


JOIN US

Scan the QR Code above to join
Alumni Association

January, 2026
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Newsletter Team 

Top line (L to R): Rishabh Sharma (MBA-SM 2027), Aakash
Bajpai (PFM 2026), Tarjal Kothari (PSM 2026), Garima Giri 
(PFM 2026), Divya Solanke (PFM 2026), Karthik Kodali
(MBA-SM 2027), Tarang Katyayn (MBA-FM 2027), Dreami
Ghosh (MBA-FM 2027)
Bottom Line (L to R): Meghna Mishra (PSM 2026), Sherin
Chacko (PSM 2026), Aishwariya Mohanty (MBA-FM 2027),
Chandana Addagarla (MBA-SM 2027)
On the side (T to B): Avinash Kumar (PFM 2000), Kallol
(PFM 2008), Amrita Bhama (Manager AA-IIFM), Shaon Roy
(PFM 2021)
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