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MONTH
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QUESTION FOR JULY: 

Which batch of IIFM is known as Millennium
Batch?

July, 2025

Answer to the Quiz question of the June Edition:  
Q) Which State Government has requested the Central
Government to open an IIFM branch, and in which city?

A) Mayurbhanj City , Odisha

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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Jagjeet Sareen(Dalberg/
PFM 2005) in the Indian
Express Op-Ed
https://indianexpress.com/
article/opinion/columns/ind
ias-wind-sector-must-
innovate-and-secure-not-
just-scale-10055505/?1

Startup India
Aavishkaar Group has signed an MoU with
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade to support startups through a
virtual incubation program offering localized,
multilingual content for non-English-speaking
founders.
Former SEBI Chairman Upendra Kumar Sinha
highlighted the focus on funding, mentorship,
network access, and tailored support for
entrepreneurs from Tier 2, Tier 3 cities, and
underserved regions.
Vineet Rai (PFM 1992-94)

What's Behind The
Rankings: Business Today’s
India’s Most Sustainable
Companies awards look at
quantitative and qualitative
factors to zero in on the
winners. 
Director IIFM, Dr. K
Ravichandran (PFM 1991-
93) was among the Jury
Members
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Sreyamsa Bairiganjan (Chief of Programmes Shakti  Sustainable Energy
Foundation) (PFM 2006-08) at a launch event with Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy

Union Minister Shri G. Kishan Reddy officallly launched the NCMM Outreach
Forum at the Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. In his keynote
address, he emphasized the importance of critical minerals for clean energy,
semiconductors, defence, and digital technologies. He highlighted that the
launch of the Outreach Forum under NCMM marks a new era of convergence
among stakeholders—Government, Industry, Academia, and Startups—for
enabling a future-ready, high-value mineral economy. He called for faster
decision-making, collaborative research, and de-risked investments to
accelerate India's transition into a global hub for critical mineral processing and
recycling
https://x.com/minesminindia/status/1930866912906404125?s=48
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 A thought provoking article by
*Swapan(IORA/PFM 2006)* who is a Member of
the World Economic Forum’s Global Future
Council on Natural Capital, 2025-26.
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/06/nat
ural-capital-economic-resilience-global-
stability/
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Two Organisations came together which
also got 3 IIFMights together on same
platform 
Nitin(CEEW/MRM 2006)
Aatish( Founder NatureDots/PFM 2009)
Snehal(CEO/CO-Founder
NatureDots/PFM 2019)
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/
urn:li:activity:7338143217038569472/

July, 2025
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It was a pleasure to lead an IFGE delegation to meet Shri Tarun Kapoor,
Advisor to the Hon’ble Prime Minister, to discuss the progress, challenges,
and opportunities in the field of green energy — including sugar and grain
ethanol, CBG, SAF, biodiesel, and biomass.
We had an engaging and insightful discussion with Shri Tarun Kapoor, who
gave us a patient hearing and offered several valuable solutions. We had a
detailed discussion sector wise and also proposed : 
 1. Launching flex-fuel vehicles as a showcase project in DELHI — a model
that could be replicated across India.
 2. Set up a Green Energy Fund to encourage and support startups in the
green energy sector.
Delegation was joined by:Prakash Naiknavare, Managing Director, National
Sugar Federation SANJAY GANJOO , Director General, IFGE Ashish Kumar ,
Vice President IFGE, Managing Director, Verbio Subodh Kumar , Advisor,
IFGE: CBG Producer Forum (CBGPF) Dr.Tushar Patil 
Others who joined on zoom: Vijay Nirani , C.K. Jain, President of Grain
Ethanol Manufacturers Association , Ravi Gupta and other industry
colleagues.

-Ravi Gupta (PFM 1989-91)
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ravipaulgupta_indian-federation-of-green-
energy-delegation-activity-7334593950420258816-EgM7?
utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACgekYYBY
AoY3PFqoQjnfCbiz5CbGWJyYug

July, 2025
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Prof. Srinivasan R, (PFM
1991-93)Strategy area, had
talk in the workshop based
on his book Platform
Business Models, at a
session hosted by Springer
on 1 July 2025 at 3.30 PM.
The talk was set to provide
practical insights into
designing and scaling
platform-based
businesses, leveraging
network effects, and
orchestrating value across
digital ecosystems.
https://www.linkedin.com/
posts/indian-institute-of-
management-
bangalore_platformbusine
ssmodels-innovation-
platforms-activity-
7344582541426765824-
sMTw?

Amazing short movie on World's first
Urban Tigers thriving just on the
outskirts of Bhopal, a city with close to
30 lakh plus people.
The movie is Dr. Shekhar Kolipaka's
(MRM 2000-01/ Commonland
Foundation) & his Phd student DP.
Shrivastava's work based on the study.
https://youtu.be/lxzMPtKtN3A?
si=2w2aP3pqj9-Xf_04

July, 2025
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Rishabh Chaturvedi, PFM 2019-21 is
currently working as Project Officer -
PVTG with the United Nations,
providing policy advisory services to
the Government of India. He has
played pivotal roles in the
conceptualization and
implementation of two flagship mega
missions of Hon'ble PM, namely PM
JANMAN and DA-JGUA. Recently,
during his visit to Andhra Pradesh,
Rishabh was captured in the digital
and print media, reviewing
campaigns and schemes execution at
ground zero.

Policy brief based on experience from
four cities, Delhi, Nairobi, Mexico City
and Berlin on energy transition,
environment sustainability and mobility
got released :) This is an outcome of
Nitin's(CEEW/MRM 2006)10 months
long engagement with Aspen Institute.

https://www.aspeninstitute.de/wp-
content/uploads/FCGG_Publication_Coh
ort-1.pdf

July, 2025
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At Bhubaneshwar
L to R:
Neelima Mishra
(PFM 2011-13), Dr K
N Krishna Kumar 
(Former faculty at
IIFM)
Dr. Suprava Patnaik
(Former faculty at
IIFM)
Alok Pradhan (PFM
1999-01)
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At Kathmandu: 

Shakeb Nabi (PFM 1996-98)
Soumya Guha (PFM 2002-04)

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


Alumni Association of IIFM
organised a Panel Discussion on
the World Environment Day (5th
June 2025) on a very important
topic “Impact of Plastic Waste and
the Ways to Reduce it”. The topic
was in alignment with the theme
of UNEP for 2025. Among the
seven panel members three were
IIFM Alumni 1) Dr. Advait
Edgaonkar (PFM 1991-93) 
2) Neelima Mishra (PFM 2011-13) 
3) Ashutosh Senger (PFM 2012-14).
This program was
registered on UNEP Map.
https://youtu.be/necgicHKkgg?
feature=shared

IIFMights Kolkata Chapter meet
07-June-2025

LtoR
Sameer(PFM 2006-08)

Praveen (PFM 2005-07) 
Kallol (PFM 2006-08) 
Ritrojit Das (2007-09) 
Akash (PFM 2018-20) 
Vipin(PFM 2010-12) 

Pushkar (PFM 2014-16) 
Bidisha (PFM 2024-26)
Soumya (PFM 2024-26)

Sayantan (PFM 2024-26)
Arko (PFM 2024-26)
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IIFMights@ London

 Climate Action Week 🌍

R-L: 
Naveen Kumar (PFM 1999-01),

Sreyamsa Bairiganjan (PFM
2006-08), Santosh K Singh

(PFM 2004-06), Prachi
Shrivastava (PFM 2016-18),

Bhushan Patil (PFM 2016-18),
Vaishnavi Pemmaraju

 (PFM 2018-20)

R to L:
Sruthi (PFM 2019-21),
Sunil Rajagopal (PFM

2006-08)
Suneel Padale (PFM 1995-

97) 
at an event celebrating
business leadership in

biodiversity organised by
the United Nations Global

Compact Network India
(UNGCNI) in Chennai
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IIFMight in Triathlon
at Indore Vinisha Minz

(PFM 2008-10)

Delhi Chapter Meet:
Big thanks to 40

alumni who came in
the extreme hot

weather to meet the
IIFM students,

it was amazing fun

www.iifmalumni.com 15

July, 2025

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


At Shilong: 
Photo 1:

 Dr. Madhu Verma
(former faculty IIFM)

with Atanu ( PFM 2003)
and Saihlun (PFM 2004)

at their Daily Bread
restaurant

Photo2:
Dr. Madhu Verma with 

James (PFM 1998-2000) 
Who hosted the

meeting on PES at
Meghalaya Basin

Development
Authority (MBDA)

New Jersey Mini Alumni Meet: 
L to R:

Ravi Vishwas (PFM 1991-93)
With Kanchan Ghoshal (PFM92-94) at Edison NJ

Kanchan was in NYC, just finished a CHRM course at Wharton University, and was heading
back to NYC for his trip back to Doha (he works for Qatar Financial Center Authority)

www.iifmalumni.com 16

July, 2025

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


IIFMights recent Chapter Meet at Bhubaneshwar

Dr. P K Biswas (former faculty IIFM) at Pune  on 6th June, with Varun
Agrawal, PFM 2007, 

Dr Sumit Banerjee PFM 2012 & Naman Kumar PFM 2023

www.iifmalumni.com 17
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Dr. Rekha Singhal
(former faculty IIFM)

with Surupa
Chakravarty  (PFM

2015-17)
at Toronto, Canada

Had a wonderful time
meeting Sushant

(PFM 2007-09 and
FPM 2011-15) and his
family in Hawkesbury

(Canada) 
-Dr. Rekha Singhal

(former faculty IIFM

www.iifmalumni.com 18
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Paramjyoti, Neha (PFM 2006-08) and their daughter met Dr. Madhu Verma
(former faculty IIFM) at New Delhi Airport

Congratulations and best wishes to
Ashish Raj (PFM 1997-99) who started

his entreprenurial journey with
Myrystika 

His idea is to work in transforming
Natural Resource Governance
through data-driven insights,

participatory tools, and inclusive
practices, enhancing both ecological
resilience and community well being 
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ashis

h-raj-
a9671013_desertificationanddrought

day-resilientland-activity-
7341015284050272257-_GAi?

utm_source=share&utm_medium=me
mber_ios&rcm=ACoAAALGWxIB1vSV

mBQ4-29teeDoRtBNUxcCOJg 
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L to R:
4 IIFM alumni at IIFM

Dr Puneet(PFM 2003-05),
Ravi(PFM 1990-92),

Dr Ravichandran(PFM 1991-93) 
Dr Advait(PFM 1991-93)

R to L: 
Vaibhav Chaturvedi (PFM 2003 with
CEEW) met Manish (PFM 2010, now

IFS in Pilibhit Tiger Reserve) 

Expressions of Vaibhav about Manish:
 “Super helpful. Also got to know from

various forest guards how he has
successfully managed to increase the
tiger count In Pilibhit TR in the last 18

months and introduced female
guides. Very impressive work.”
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At Indonesia
L to R:

Piyush Mehta (spouse of Swati
Mehta), Master Sattva son of
Piyush and Swati), Sandeep

Chakravorty (PFM 1989-91), Swati
Mehta (PFM 2007-09) Taruna

Chakravorty (spouse of Sandeep
Chakravorty)

28th June was the last day for
Swati Mehta and Piyush Mehta and

Master Sattva in Indonesia. They
are moving to greener pastures

and safaris in Zambia. They were
such an integral and active part of

the small IIFM
Community in Indonesia.

I got a chance to meet Prof. CS Rathore during my recent trip to IIFM. It was good to
catch up with him after so many years.

-Dr. Puneet (PFM 2003-05)
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Was great to meet Priti (PFM 2001-03) today during her NJ trip.
-Pankaj Lal (PFM 2002-04)

Indonesia
L to R: 

Mamta Goyal (spouse
of Sanjeev Goyal)

Sanjeev Goyal (PFM
1990-92)

Sandeep Chakravorty
(PFM 1989-91)

Taruna Chakravorty
(spouse of Sandeep

Chakravorty) 

Sanjeev Goyal PFM
1990-92, currently

procurement head at a
big Indonesian

conglomerate in
Sumatra Island, and his
wife Mamta, visited us.
-Sandeep Chakravorty
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The Indian Institute of Forest
Management (IIFM), Bhopal, commenced
a two-week Capacity Building Programme
on “Research Methodology and
Multivariate Data Analysis” sponsored by
ICSSR on June 2, 2025.
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Marking the "World Environment
Day 2025", IIFM, Bhopal, organised
an oath-taking event under the
theme "One Nation, One Mission –
End Plastic Pollution" for collective
action to eliminate plastic waste.

Celebrating World Environment Day,
the Indian Institute of Forest
Management, Bhopal, organised a
plantation drive with the theme
“One Nation, One Mission – End
Plastic Pollution” on the campus.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


The Indian Institute of Forest
Management, Bhopal, commenced its
PGP 2025–27 orientation programme on
June 16, 2025, welcoming the new cohort
to an exciting academic journey. Graced
by the esteemed presence of Chief Guest
Shri Nikesh Kumar Sinha, CEO, Ashv
Finance (Aavishkaar Group); Guest of
Honour Prof. R. Srinivasan, IIM Bengaluru
and H.E. Shri Sandeep Chakravorty,
Indian Ambassador to Indonesia &
President of IIFM's Alumni Association.
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As part of the Swachhta Pakhwada
under the Swachh Bharat Mission,
the Indian Institute of Forest
Management (IIFM), Bhopal,
organised a plogging drive in the
IIFM residential colony today.
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Embracing the spirit of "Harit Yoga,"
IIFM Bhopal organised a plantation
drive on International Day of Yoga
2025, under the #MissionLiFE and
#EkPedMaaKeNaam initiatives,
promoting environmental
sustainability and a greener planet.
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IIFM celebrated the 11th
International Yoga Day* under
#MissionLiFE The Event *“Yoga
Sangam” saw vibrant participation
from students, faculty & staff.

As Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi led the national
celebrations with the message of
*“Yoga for One Earth, One Health,”
he called for a new era of collective
consciousness: “Let this Yoga Day
mark the beginning of Yoga for
humanity 2.0, where inner peace
becomes global policy.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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TERI - The Energy and Resources Institute and Indian Institute of
Forest Management (IIFM) have entered an MOU, signed by Dr Vibha
Dhawan, Director General, TERI, and Dr K Ravichandran, Director,
IIFM.

The MOU, which is effective for 10 years, lays in place a framework
for collaboration between the two organisations for developing
programs, research projects, advisory services, and submitting joint
proposals to various governments, non-government agencies, and
private sector entities. These will include, but not be limited to, the
domains of forest and climate change, forest biodiversity
conservation, forest economics, forest resource mapping, land
degradation neutrality, sustainable development, and policy
research. It will also cover collaboration on the issue of the exchange
of students and research scholars.

https://www.iifmalumni.com/


Scan to fill the form

📢 Calling All IIFM Alumni Meet Organisers!
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Planning a chapter meet or alumni get-together in your city? 🏙
Whether it's a coffee catch-up or a full-fledged event, we want to
know!

Please fill out this mandatory form to register your meet with the
Alumni Association.
It helps us:
✅ Maintain a central calendar of alumni meets
✅ Spread the word and invite alumni in your area
✅ Celebrate and amplify the spirit of our growing network!

👉 FORM LINK:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciLdOLeCyW8gMlzkVXv
9Jr0FV7ihWoiJ1tXpRKT44szOwlJw/viewform?
usp=sharing&ouid=100202441739566861352 

https://www.iifmalumni.com/
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Wangari Maathai: The Mother of Trees and Environmental Justice

Wangari Maathai was a pioneering Kenyan environmentalist, political
activist, and the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize in
2004. She is best known for founding the Green Belt Movement, an
environmental organization that empowered women to plant trees to
combat deforestation, restore degraded landscapes, and promote
sustainable livelihoods. Through this initiative, over 50 million trees
were planted across Kenya, significantly contributing to environmental
restoration and climate resilience.

Maathai believed deeply in the connection between environmental
conservation, social justice, and democracy. Her work championed
women’s rights, community empowerment, and ecological
sustainability at a time when these issues were not widely recognized in
African policy circles. Despite facing political opposition and
imprisonment, she remained committed to her cause, inspiring a global
movement for environmental stewardship.

Her legacy lives on as a symbol of courage, perseverance, and the
power of grassroots activism in transforming both communities and
ecosystems.
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                           Safe Spaces
Photo By-Vignesh P MBA-SD 2025-27
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      Parallels
Photo By- Mayank Kumar PFM 2024-26
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APPEAL
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The IIFM Alumni Association (AA) is proposing the ESF to
help IIFM Alumni in the times of distress.

Scope of Financial Support:
Financial help will be extended to the AA members in the
following situation:

AA member facing prolonged/ critical illness, rendering
them unable to work
AA member who has/had a major accident
AA member who is facing permanent disability.

Emergency Support Fund (ESF)

Support Us
Dear Alumni, thank you for all your

open hearted engagement and

support to various calls for financial

contributions that we made. This has

gone a long way in building up the AA

and we find ourselves in a reasonable

position. However, as you are well

aware, finances are required

constantly. We request you to

contribute generously to the AA. The

bank details and QR code is given

here.

July, 2025
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JOIN US

Scan the QR Code above to join
Alumni Association
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Newsletter Team (2024-25)

Top line(L to R): Ashapurna Adhikari (PSM 2025), Mudita
Shukla (PFM 2025), Akash Bajpai (PFM 2026), Sherin
Chacko (PSM 2026), Spandan Chattopadhyay (PFM
2025), Divya Solanke (PFM 2026)
Bottom Line(L to R): Meghna Mishra(PSM 2026), Garima
Giri(PFM 2026), Tarjal Kothari(PSM 2026)
On the side (T to B): Avinash Kumar (PFM 2000), Kallol
(PFM 2008), Amrita Bhama (Manager AA-IIFM), Shaon Roy
(PFM 2021)

July, 2025

https://www.iifmalumni.com/



